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Abstract

This research aims to (1) study trends in students' selection of cooperative education training sites, (2) analyze
factors influencing the decision-making process for selecting these sites.

The study utilizes secondary data from the Cooperative Education System of the Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences, Prince of Songkla University, from 2020 to 2024. The data covers 552 fourth-year students. Analytical
tools included Microsoft Excel and basic statistics such as frequency distributions, percentages, and factor relationship
analysis.

The findings revealed that the majority of students selected cooperative education placements in the southern
region of Thailand, with Songkhla being the most chosen province, followed by Pattani, Yala, Krabi, and Phuket. Key
factors influencing students’ decisions included distance and travel convenience, economic factors and living expenses,
the reputation and image of the organization, as well as the type of organization and its relevance to their field of
study. Additionally, there was a noticeable trend of students increasingly choosing placement locations in other regions,
indicating a gradual expansion in the geographical distribution of cooperative education sites.

The study recommends that universities develop information support systems to assist students in selecting
training sites, promote partnerships with diverse organizations, and organize activities to prepare students for
cooperative education. Moreover, comprehensive databases should be created to address the needs of organizations

and track the outcomes of cooperative education programs to ensure sustainable development.

Keywords: Cooperative education; Training site selection trends; Influencing factors; Sustainable development
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