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Abstract

This study aimed to 1) examine applicants’ perceptions and interests in the Prince of Songkla University Admission
Project for Students with Outstanding Moral, Ethical, and Volunteer Characteristics; 2) analyze the factors influencing
campus selection and application decisions; and 3) propose communication, public relations, and student recruitment
management strategies to increase the number of applicants across the university’s campuses. This survey employed a
survey design. Data were collected from 341 applicants and prospective applicants to the Prince of Songkla University
Admission Project for Students with Outstanding Moral, Ethical, and Volunteer Characteristics for the 2026 academic year.
The research instrument consisted of a five-point Likert scale questionnaire and an open-ended question. Experts validated
the questionnaire. It had an item-Objective Congruence (I0C) index of 0.67 or higher and demonstrated good reliability with
a Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of 0.825. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, including frequencies, percentages,
means, and standard deviation. Multiple Linear Regression Analysis was employed to identify factors influencing application
decisions, while Content Analysis was used to analyze responses to the open-ended questions. The findings revealed that
1) most applicants obtained information about the admission project through social media and expressed interest in
applying because of programs that matched their interests, the university’s reputation, and student activities. 2) Nine factors
significantly influenced applicants’ decisions to apply at the 0.05 level, including academic programs, campus image and
reputation, educational and living expenses, campus environment and infrastructure, support for student activities and
volunteer programs, social media influence. peer and senior influence, future career opportunities, scholarships and
university welfare. Among these, support for student activities and volunteer programs was the most influential factor,
followed by social media influence, campus image and reputation, and future career opportunities. 3) Base on both the
quantitative and qualitative findings, effective student recruitment strategies should emphasize communicating the
distinctive strengths of academic programs and individual campuses through social media, highlighting student activities,
career opportunities, and scholarship information, and developing public relations strategies tailored to the unique context
of each campus to increase the number of applicants and achieve a more balanced distribution of applicants across Prince
of Songkla University’s campuses.

Keywords: Perceptions, Campus Choice, Student Admissions, Ethics and Morality, Multi-Campus University
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