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Abstract

This research aims to 1) study the research needs and motivations of academic staff, 2) study the obstacles
to research among academic staff, and 3) recommendation to enhance academic staff’s research capabilities and
research publications at national and international levels. This research is a mixed quantitative and qualitative
approaches The target group for this research consisted of 60 academic staff members from the Faculty of
Architecture, Arts and Design, Naresuan University. Interviews were also conducted with 5 researchers, including
administrators and members of the Faculty of Architecture, Arts and Design who received research grants. Data
collection tools included questionnaires on research needs, motivations, and obstacles. Data were analyzed using
basic statistics, namely mean and standard deviation, with a computer software package. In-depth interviews were
also conducted regarding the experiences, perspectives, and suggestions for developing the research capabilities
of academic staff. Content analysis was performed to explain and confirm the quantitative research results. The
research findings revealed that 1) regarding the research needs Academic staff showed the greatest need for
support from their organizations (x = 4.65, SD = 0.39), followed by the need for self-development (x = 4.62,
SD = 0.53). Regarding motivation for research, career advancement was the most significant (x = 4.31, SD = 0.44),
followed by recognition (x = 4.25, SD = 0.48). 2) Obstacles to research were found to be teaching workload
(x = 4.23, SD = 0.65), followed by lack of knowledge and understanding in research methodology (x = 3.87,
SD = 0.61). In-depth interviews also revealed a need for research grants, research mentors, researcher networking,
and reduced routine teaching workloads for achieving research quality. 3) Recommendation for promoting research
potential included increasing budgetary support for research activities and dissemination at national and
international levels. Effective workload management for teaching and continuous training for research skill
development are imperative to enhance academic staff’s capacity for achieving efficient research practice and
publications.
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