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Abstract

This research aimed to evaluate the outcomes of the Research Credit Support Program for faculty
members and researchers with publications in international journals at the Faculty of Engineering, King Mongkut's
University of Technology Thonburi (KMUTT). The study employed secondary data obtained from the Scopus
database and the Faculty’s Research Credit Support Program database covering the fiscal years 2022 - 2025. The
analysis consisted of two parts: (1) an analysis of trends in the quantity and quality of international publications,
and (2) an analysis of how research credits were utilized by grant recipients. The outcomes were categorized
according to the Payback Framework proposed by Donovan and Hanney (2011). The results showed that both
the quantity and quality of international publications continuously improved following the implementation of
the program. The proportion of publications in Q1 and Q2 journals increased, while those in Q3 and Q4 journals
declined. In addition, recipients utilized the research credits to strengthen research infrastructure, develop the
capabilities of researchers and students, and support research dissemination, thereby facilitating the acquisition
of external research funding. Among the 101 recipients, nine faculty members successfully secured five external
research grants with a total value of 31.92 million THB, approximately 3.15 times the total research credit budget
provided. The findings indicate that the utilization of research credits contributed to the development of
research infrastructure, the enhancement of researchers’ and students’ capabilities, and the extension of
research outcomes. These findings are consistent with the Payback Framework and provide empirical evidence

that can support the future development of research funding policies at the Faculty of Engineering.
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